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January 30, 2014: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Location: Massachusetts Medical Society (Commonwealth Room) 
ATTENDEES
	IN PERSON

	Last Name
	First Name
	Organization

	Blinn
	Antonia
	MA League of Community Health Centers

	Cohen
	Joyce
	MDPH

	Connolly
	Christine
	City of Lowell, Public Health Nurse Mgr

	da Silva
	Colleen
	Lowell Health Dept

	De Maria
	Al
	MDPH

	Demers
	Lenny
	MedImmune

	DiMaio
	Leanne
	Tufts Health Plan

	Donovan
	Greg
	Novartis

	Elliot
	Deborah
	Sanofi Pasteur

	Feierstein
	Anne
	United Healthcare

	Garvey
	Mike
	Novartis

	Godek
	Michael
	Walgreens

	Goldstein
	Michael
	Merck

	Gonyar
	Deb
	GlaxoSmithKline

	Hackbarth
	Allison
	JSI

	Horne
	Kate
	Caregroup Home Care

	Laurence
	Valerie
	St. Mary Healthcare

	Lazorik
	Donna
	MDPH, retired, Consumer

	Lett
	Susan
	MDPH

	Lisinski
	Heather
	JSI

	Livingstone
	John Paul
	Novartis

	Martel
	Joanne
	Andover Health Dept

	McReynolds
	Cynthia
	MCAAP Immunization Initiative

	Nightingale
	George
	Maxim Health Systems

	Palazzo
	Jim
	GlaxoSmithKline

	Preskul-Ricca
	Mary Ann
	MDPH

	Shephardson
	Susan
	The Wellness Company

	Soucy
	Reno
	GlaxoSmithKline

	

	ON THE PHONE

	Bushy
	Lisa
	Cape Cod VNA

	Clough
	Louise
	Covenant Health Systems

	Kaplan
	Phyllis
	MASSPRO 

	Magliozzi
	Helen
	Mass Senior Care

	Mercer
	Leila
	Natick Health Dept

	Peele
	Annette
	EOEA

	Ragless
	Betina
	American Lung Assoc NE

	Rimpila
	Erica
	North Suffolk MH Assoc

	Rogaki
	Donna
	Wellpoint

	Sullivan
	Marianne
	UMASS Dartmouth

	Sullivan
	Keleigh
	Mount Auburn


Minutes
Retirement of Donna Lazorik Acknowledgement - Susan Lett, MDPH

· Susan led the opportunity to congratulate Donna on her more than 25 years of public service.  Several Coalition members provided fond memories and well wishes. We welcomed Donna as a consumer representative on the Coalition
2014 MA Adult Immunization Conference Updates – Allison Hackbarth, JSI 
· The call for Poster Abstracts has been distributed. The deadline is: March 7 and the form is at the end of these minutes 
· We are trying to draw in more graduate students from schools of nursing, public health and pharmacy for poster presentations and/or conference attendance. 
· The brochure and registration will be ready at the end of February 
· With MDPH Commissioner Cheryl Bartlett, Alfred DeMaria and Susan Lett all as speakers, as well as the other speakers, the conference can be promoted as a “stellar lineup of leading public health experts”.
· All fees are the same as 2013.
· Your financial support is requested (as a sponsor, exhibitor or donor). Benefits include visibility at the conference. Contact Allison Hackbarth at ahackbarth@jsi.com for more information. 
· The breakout sessions include: Vaccination 101, MA Immunization Information System, HPV Vaccination, Tdap and Pregnancy, Reaching Hard to Reach Populations and more.
· Two breakout speakers are obstetricians. MDPH has been working more with obstetricians to vaccinate patients; it will be good to have the obstetrician perspective at the conference. 
2014 MA Adult Immunization Conference Brainstorm – Antonia Blinn, MA League of Community Health Centers
This agenda item was organized as small group breakouts to discuss additional strategies and mechanisms to increase attendance at the conference and draw in new audiences.  The small groups were asked to discuss the following.  Who should attend the conference?  Identify strategies reaching out to them.  What do you like about conferences and why you attend?  
Feedback included the following. 
1. Continue the discount for early registration and for students.  Consider a group rate that might appeal to a college or university where a professor could bring a group of students.  
2. Increase attendance from pharmacists, local public health, physicians, insurance carriers, health networks, and occupational health and infection control that can bring the employee perspective.  Work with their advocacy groups and find people who can help spread the word.  Try to reach more physicians through the MA Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the MA Academy of Family Physicians meetings.  

3. Use the attendee list from the 2013 conference and focus efforts on reaching out to specific people.  Connect with those individuals who can drive initiatives within their own organization.  

4. Provide a newsletter blurb that MAIC members can forward to their contacts or add to company documents that already go out
5. The occupational health nursing group is very organized.  Try to contact the NE College of Environmental & Occupational Medicine.
6. As the conference is held at the DCU Center, reach out to schools in Worcester area, nursing/medical etc.; highlight student discount and continuing education credits.

7. Use social media (twitter and LinkedIn). 

8. Connect with adult immunization coalitions in surrounding New England states. Offer an opportunity at the conference for state adult coalition member to meet face-to-face. 

9. Reach out to hospital educators.
10. Offer topics on co-morbid conditions that could be enticing to general practitioners.  

11. Try to draw in not just health care providers but quality staff and CEO’s who all have a stake in increased adult vaccination rates.  

12. Email sometimes can be overused. Target health care providers at grand rounds, for example, by handing out conference flyers.  
Flu Season Epidemiology and Surveillance – Susan Lett and Joyce Cohen, MA Department of Public Health 
· MDPH is currently handling the first case of measles (acquired while traveling internationally) for 2014. There was exposure to the patient with measles who was in a hospital. The MDPH Immunization Program is conducting investigation and outreach, and recommending vaccination and quarantine as appropriate for those people who were exposed. 
· MA is currently experiencing widespread flu activity. The vaccine match is very high this year. 

· The majority of confirmed flu cases this season is H1N1 (H3N2 was predominate last flu season). H1N1 has been circulating since 2009.  H1N1 disproportionately affects young and middle-aged adults. Two adult deaths that have been brought to the attention of epidemiologists were in young adults – one 29 years of age and another 33 years of age with likely underlying issues. Neither person was vaccinated. 

· Only about 40% of the people in the United States get vaccinated each year and how well the vaccine works can vary. Additionally, younger adults – especially those who are otherwise healthy – are less likely to get vaccinated.  
· CDC requires reporting of pediatric flu deaths. For the 2013/2014 season so far, there are 28 pediatric deaths nationally with one infant death reported in Massachusetts.
Flu Internationally – Alfred DeMaria, MA Department of Public Health 
· Several flu types have been in the news: H5N1 avian flu and H7N9 (also avian and observed in northern and coastal China). There is no significant capacity for person-to-person transmission yet; H5 virus tends to infect younger people and H7 tends to affect older people.  

· These flu types are new biologically but we are now recognizing them due to surveillance. They need to be observed closely but is not a cause for concern. A level of awareness for international travelers who return with respiratory illness should be exercised by health care providers.  There is also media regarding Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS); this should be observed closely as well.  
Flu Season Vaccine Updates from Pharmaceutical Companies
· GlaxoSmithKline: The quadrivalent vaccine was very successful this season; trivalent will again be available next year.
· MedImmune: DPH and CDC did a fantastic job with ordering supply. Organizing for next season is already in process.
· Sanofi Pasteur: Next year’s trivalent will only be available for adults; pediatric vaccine will be quadrivalent only.
· Merck: Company is no longer offering flu vaccine.
· Novartis: This had been a good year for Norvartis. Next year they will offer a cell-based product.
HPV Immunization – Susan Lett, MA Department of Public Health 
· MDPH has started a new HPV Vaccination Initiative based on funding from CDC to increase vaccine rates among adolescent girls and boys. 
· The HPV vaccines are effective and have an excellent safety profile.
· Research has shown that HPV vaccine does not promote sexual activity. 
· The message for parents is that HPV vaccine is cancer prevention.  
· The recommendation is to start the 3-doses series at age 11 or 12.
· The CDC website has an abundance of HPV information for providers, parents and teens. 
· January 2014 was cervical cancer month and the HPV vaccination message was heavily promoted through an article written by Dr. Rebecca Perkins that was picked up by a variety of local newspapers and posted on several prominent health care provider websites (MA Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the national American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists).  
Group feedback on increasing HPV vaccination: 
· Webinars are effective in reaching staff at community health centers.  Some have a model of watching webinars as a team and then discussing afterwards using discussion questions. 

· The MA League of Community Health Center is piloting an effort to promote quality improvement. 

· Use PSAs and short videos. 

· Reach out to folks involved in quality assurance within the larger health systems and those who are focused on improving rates
· Pediatricians may not be as forceful or as assertive as necessary for the younger cohort to promote the HPV vaccine. These providers do not see the results of cancers that manifest later
· Use the lessons learned when hepatitis B vaccination was introduced with adolescents. Take the vaccine out of the sexual context
Website Updates – Allison Hackbarth, JSI
The MAIC website was launched in the spring of 2012.  Members are more than welcome to provide information about their organization for posting as a ‘Member Spotlight’. The purpose of the Spotlight is to educate readers about your organization’s work regarding adult immunization.  If you are interested in a Spotlight for your organization, you can either write one, or Heather Lisinski or Allison Hackbarth from JSI can interview you and create a write up for posting.  The Visiting Nurse Association of Cape Cod Spotlight will be posted very soon.  Valerie Lawrence volunteered to provide a Spotlight for her organization (St. Mary’s Healthcare). 
MAIC Member Survey

Thank you to those of you who completed the MAIC member survey; we had a response rate of 38%.  Louise Clough and Traci Mello won the lottery prizes (a gift card and free registration to the MA Annual Adult Immunization Conference on May 20, 2014).  The survey data gives us a good overview of why you belong to the Coalition, whether we could make use of social media, and suggestions for improvement.  The top three reasons indicated for why members belong to the Coalition are:

· “It offers a good opportunity to receive information and updates”
· “The information I receive is helpful to my work”
· “I share Coalition information with my colleagues, constituents or members”. 

In regards to the use of social media (e.g., Twitter or Facebook), many respondents indicated that they (or their organization) are not using such mechanisms to share information but it is possible they would in the future.  This corresponds to discussions we’ve had about use of social media at previous meetings.  
Next Meeting – Possible Agenda Topics 
· Disparities in immunization

· Update on the local board of health billing and reimbursement for adult vaccinations program. 
19th Annual Massachusetts Adult Immunization Conference
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May 20, 2014

DCU Center, Worcester, MA

Call for Posters
JSI Research & Training Institute, Inc. (on behalf of the Massachusetts Adult Immunization Coalition) is now accepting poster abstracts for the 19th Annual Massachusetts Adult Immunization Conference – Global Awareness: Making This the Decade of Adult Immunization on Tuesday, May 20, 2014. Last year’s conference brought together over 300 health professionals from public health, hospitals, private medical practices, long-term care, home care, colleges and pharmacies.
The 2014 conference will feature keynote speaker, Alfred DeMaria, Jr., MD, Medical Director of the Bureau of Infectious Disease and State Epidemiologist in the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, as well as the following workshops:

· Vaccination 101

· Surveillance, Reporting & Control of Vaccine Preventable Diseases

· MA Immunization Registry

· HPV Vaccination

· Vaccination & Pregnancy

· Reaching Hard to Reach Populations

Posters provide authors and participants the opportunity to connect with each other and to engage in discussions about their work. The poster session broadens learning, as poster authors present adult immunization research and findings and best practices for adult vaccination. It provides the opportunity to describe your work and to share accomplishments with your colleagues. Posters from graduate students are welcome.

Topics can include: reaching underserved populations, staff immunizations, innovative community immunization strategies, improving immunizations in physician practice settings, and other innovative areas in adult immunization.  


To submit an abstract, please complete the form on the next page, and email it to Deb LeBel (dlebel@jsi.com) by 5pm (ET) on March 7, 2014.   Authors of accepted posters will be notified by email on April 11, 2014.  

Successful applicants will receive one free registration to the conference.

Questions? Please call Deb LeBel at 617.482.9485.
Poster Submission Form

Submission Deadline: March 7, 2014 (5pm Eastern)
To submit an abstract for a poster presentation, please complete this form and send it via e-mail to dlebel@jsi.com by 5pm (ET) on March 7, 2014.
	Title of Poster:


	

	Poster Author(s):

	

	Poster Presenter(s):

	

	Is this an ongoing project? Or, what were the dates of this project? 

	

	Aim or Goal of your project:

(50 words or less)
	

	Summary of Target Population 
(Please be as specific as you can: city, age group, ethnicity) :

(50 words or less)


	

	Summary of Intervention(s):
(100 words or less)
	

	Summary of Results:

(100 words or less)
	

	Outcome(s) or Lessons Learned:
(100 words or less)

	

	What main points do you hope participants will take away from your poster? (Please list 3 points)

	

	

	Your name:
	

	Organization or school affiliation:
	

	Mailing address:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email address:
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