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September 26, 2014: 1:00 – 3:00 pm 
Location: Massachusetts Medical Society
ATTENDEES
	IN PERSON

	Last Name
	First Name
	Organization

	Alie
	Robyn
	MA Medical Society 

	Blinn
	Antonia
	MA League of Community Health Centers

	Conant-Cantor
	Mary
	MDPH 

	DeMaria
	Alfred
	MDPH 

	Forker
	Monica
	Pfizer Vaccines

	Frazier
	Diane
	Pfizer Vaccines 

	Godek
	Michael
	Walgreens 

	Goldstein
	Michael
	Merck Vaccines

	Hackbarth
	Allison
	JSI

	Kramer
	Angela
	Ludlow Board of Health 

	Laurence
	Valerie
	St. Mary's Healthcare

	Lazorik
	Donna
	Consumer

	Lett
	Susan
	MDPH

	Lisinski
	Heather
	JSI

	Martel
	Joanne
	Andover Health Dept

	McKenzie
	Mary
	MAPHN

	McReynolds
	Cynthia
	MCAAP Immunization Initiative

	Oldham
	Holly
	UMASS Medical School

	Prates
	Lucilia
	MA Senior Medicare Patrol Program

	Schlib
	Sherry
	Sanofi Pasteur

	Shephardson
	Susan
	The Wellness Company 

	Soucy
	Reno
	GSK

	Tibbetts
	Brittany
	UMASS Medical School


	WEBINAR/PHONE PARTICIPANTS

	Last Name
	First Name
	Organization

	Coblentz
	Hollis 
	Fallon Community Health Plan

	DeMaio
	Leanne
	Tufts Health Plan 

	Demers
	Lenny
	MedImmune

	Holzer
	Cynthia
	UnitedHealthcare Community Plan 

	Salvato
	Karen
	Harvard Pilgrim Health Care


MINUTES
New Members Highlighted – Robyn Alie, MA Medical Society 
New organizations that have joined the MAIC since the last meeting were acknowledged: 
· Worcester State University 

· Greater New Bedford Community Health Center

· Ludlow Board of Health

· RiteAid

· Cape Cod Health

· City of Somerville 

· UMass Amherst

· MA Senior Medicare Patrol Program
Vaccine Reimbursement Program for Public Providers and Andover Health Department’s Experience – Holly Oldham and Brittany Tibbetts, Commonwealth Medicine & Joanne Martel, Andover Health Department
· Holly Oldham and Brittany Tibbetts described the Vaccine Reimbursement Program for Public Providers that started in 2009 during the H1N1 flu pandemic. Health plans at that time agreed to cover administration costs for the H1N1 vaccine administered in public settings. (Historically health plans did not cover the cost of administering the flu vaccine outside the primary care setting.) 
· After the pandemic, the MA Department of Public Health worked with Commonwealth Medicine’s Center for Health Care Financing and the MA Association of Health Plans to create a streamlined process for public providers to be able to bill and be reimbursed for flu vaccine and to expand to all ACIP-recommended adult vaccines administered in the public setting.  See website at: http://commed.umassmed.edu/flureimbursement
· Since that time, the program has grown considerably, and now 11 health plans and Medicaid cover the cost and administration of all ACIP-recommended adult vaccines.
· Currently 177 public providers contract with Commonwealth Medicine (CM):
· 152 local boards of health

· 14 visiting nurse associations

· 11 public schools and school districts
· The program covers approximately 201 of the state’s 351 municipalities

· Public providers send claim forms to CM. CM bills the appropriate health plan and distributes reimbursement back to the public providers, minus the contracted fee.
· Joanne Martel from the Andover Health Department described her experience of being a contracted public provider and the benefits. Since the program’s inception, the Town of Andover has generated revenue total $90,012. 

· Holly and Brittany were thanked for their presentation and for their excellent work with the program.  
2014 MA Adult Immunization Conference – Allison Hackbarth, JSI 
· Allison Hackbarth provided a summary of the 2014 Annual MA Adult Immunization Conference.
· Overall the conference was very successful, ran smoothly and attracted 331 professionals (168 or 84% were nurses) from all parts of the state, including 46 first time attendees who primarily heard about the conference through a colleague’s recommendation and from the MAIC group email. 

· Across all sessions, speakers and presenters were well received. At the conclusion of the conference there were many positive comments and feedback. 

· In order to receive continuing education credit for the overall conference, participants needed to rate their “before” and “after” knowledge according to the event objectives. There was an increase in knowledge for all objectives for the majority of attendees. Ninety-seven percent of overall conference evaluation respondents rated the quality of the event and its education content as “Excellent” or “Good”.  For each of the individual workshop objectives, respondents rated their pre- and post-knowledge, as well as rated other workshop statements of which the majority of respondents indicated that they “Agreed” or “Strongly Agreed”. 

· The biggest complaints were cold rooms and lack of ease with parking.  

· A social media kit was provided to MAIC members to provide pre-written content for Twitter, Facebook, websites and other mechanisms.  In total:

· 20 people tweeted with 50 tweets and 19 retweets
· 19,739 accounts were reached

· 234,630 impressions were made

· A very big thank you is extended to all who supported the conference either through being on the planning committee, having an exhibit table, making a financial donation, being a conference sponsor, promoting the conference to colleagues and constituents, and attending and/or volunteering at the conference!  

2015 MA Adult Immunization Conference – Antonia Blinn, MA League of Community Health Centers 
· There is a new date and venue for the 2015 conference. Save the Date! The 2015 conference will take place on Tuesday, April 14, 2015 at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough. 
· An advantage of this location is that it’s easily accessible off 495 and has free parking.  It was noted that cell phone reception is very poor.

· Antonia Blinn led a brainstorming discussion to generate workshop topics and speakers. Ideas that were generated include: 
· Prevnar 13

· Local board of health and narcan

· New Adult Standards (and new job aides)

· Costs associated with VPD model 

· Techniques for driving adults into PCP office/place of vaccination

· Immunization spacing/intervals – Adult Vaccine 101

· Healthcare worker vaccinations

· Teacher vaccinations

· Policy/procedure for adult immunizations – how to use your EMR

· Reimbursement for adult vaccines – educate on how to direct patients to get their vaccines and to coordinate with their PCP

· ACA implications – cost containment 

· Coordination of messages and exchange of information, use of MIIS, PCP, PCMH, pharmacies, BOHs, CBOs, CHCs, private providers 

· The planning committee will review this list in the development of the workshop and topics.  The first planning meeting is Friday, October 3, 1-3pm at the State Laboratory Institute.  Please contact Antonia Blinn if interested in being on the committee ablinn@massleague.org even if you can’t be at the first meeting.

· Additionally, Antonia distributed a handout that listed a variety of options of how MAIC members could support the conference from being an exhibitor, to encouraging colleagues to attend the conference, to moderating a workshop, to promoting the conference through work newsletters and websites, and more.  

MDPH / ACIP Updates / Flu Season – Susan Lett, MDPH 
Susan Lett gave an update on influenza and 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV13). 

Influenza

· According to the 2013-2014 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) and the National Immunization Survey (NIS), Massachusetts saw a decrease in influenza vaccination coverage compared to last year. This year, 53% of residents in Massachusetts had received influenza vaccine, compared with 58% from 2012-2013.  
· Massachusetts’ influenza vaccination coverage though remains higher than the national average of 46%.
· For the 2014-2015 flu season, the vaccine strain selection remains unchanged from last season. 
· Changes for the 2014-2015 season include: number of vaccine dose for children 6 months through 8 years, use of LAIV, and use of flu vaccine for persons with allergies.  The MDPH Recommendations and Resources for the Control of Influenza 2014-2015 document, which explains the changes in more detail, can be found at http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dph/cdc/flu/new-flu-recs.pdf
Pneumococcal vaccine

· On August 13, 2014, the ACIP recommended routine use of PCV13 among adults 65 years and older. Highlights of the recommendations are outlined below:

· Both PCV13 and PPSV23 should be administered routinely in a series to all adults aged ≥65 years.  Ideally a single dose of PCV13 should be given first followed by PPSV23.  Specific recommendations are based on a person’s previous pneumococcal vaccine history:
· Person who are pneumococcal vaccine-naïve. Adults aged ≥65 years who have not previously received pneumococcal vaccine or whose previous vaccination history is unknown should receive a single dose of PCV13 first, followed by a dose of PPSV23. The dose of PPSV23 should be given 6–12 months after a dose of PCV13. If PPSV23 cannot be given during this time window, the dose of PPSV23 should be given during the next visit. The two vaccines should not be coadministered, and the minimum acceptable interval between PCV13 and PPSV23 is 8 weeks.

· Persons with previous vaccination with PPSV23. Adults aged ≥65 years who have previously received ≥1 doses of PPSV23 also should receive a single dose of PCV13 if they have not yet received it. A dose of PCV13 should be given ≥1 year after receipt of the most recent PPSV23 dose. For those for whom an additional dose of PPSV23 is indicated, this subsequent PPSV23 dose should be given 6–12 months after PCV13 and ≥5 years after the most recent dose of PPSV23.

· Recent research from June 2014 provides evidence of the efficacy of PCV13 for preventing community-acquired pneumonia among adults 65 years and old with no prior pneumococcal vaccination history. 

· A comprehensive 4-page summary of the new recommendation can be found here: www.cdc.mmwr/pdf/wk/mm6337.pdf
· CMS will review the new recommendations and supporting evidence and if coverage is supported, determine the best mechanism for changing the current policy.  We are not sure when a policy change will be made.  As more guidance about reimbursement becomes available, we will circulate it.  
· Information about this new recommendation and its reimbursement will be posted on the MAIC website at: http://maic.jsi.com  
Immunization Reports from the Field 
· Mike Godek from Walgreens noted that Walgreens is now offering a “Get a Shot, Give a Shot” program that provides a vaccine to a child in a developing country for each vaccine administered at a Walgreens location.  

· Sherry Schlib from Sanofi noted the delay with shipping of Fluzone vaccine. The company anticipates that the majority of doses will ship by the end of October. 
· Lucilia Prates from the MA Senior Medicare Patrol Program described her program which trains volunteers to provide Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries’ education and guidance to prevent, detect and report healthcare fraud and abuse. 

MDPH HPV Vaccination Initiative Updates – Allison Hackbarth, JSI 
· Allison Hackbarth provided a handout which summarized the progress made to date with the MA HPV Vaccination Initiative – a one year, CDC grant funded program to expand efforts statewide to increase HPV vaccination rates among adolescent girls and boys. 

· A large number of educational events have been offered for providers; a media campaign targeting parents of adolescents ran in June, and the MA Immunization Information System (MIIS) is launching its two new features: vaccination coverage assessment reports and reminder/recalls. 

· Since January 2014, a media campaign targeting parents was run during the month of June. One goal is to develop a statewide group of partners and stakeholders (approximately 80 members to-date from a variety of organizations and associations)

· Upcoming educational events:

· “Using the MIIS to Improve HPV Vaccination Rates” webinar on October 9th, 12-1 pm.  More information can be found at http://learn.bhs.org 

· “HPV/Cervical Cancer Summit” on November 7th, 8:30 – 2:00 pm at Dana Farber Cancer Institute.  More information can be found at www.danafarber.org/HPVsummit 

· Massachusetts League of Community Health Centers’ Annual Clinical Conference on November 12, 9am-3:30pm; Holy Cross Conference Center, Worcester. More information can be found at http://www.massleague.org/Calendar/Event.php?id=616 

Next Meeting – Tuesday, January 27, 2015, 1-3 pm, MA Medical Society 
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