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• Quick Update

– National flu data

▪ Key Findings - Flu Vaccination Coverage in the 
US

– Local flu data

• Pneumo Recs - VaxAdvisor

• Resources
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Influenza Season 2018-2019



Influenza in the US 2018-2019
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Influenza in the US 2018-2019
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National Early and End of Season Flu Vaccination 
Coverage, United States
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/nifs-estimates-nov2018.htm

Early and End-of-Season Flu Vaccination Coverage 

Among Children, United States, 2014-November 2018



National Early and End of Season Flu Vaccination 
Coverage, United States
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/nifs-estimates-nov2018.htm

Early and End-of-Season Flu Vaccination Coverage 

Among Adults, United States, 2014-November 2018



Place of Flu Vaccination, United States

6
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/fluvaxview/nifs-estimates-nov2018.htm

Place of Flu Vaccination for Children and Adults Among 

Those Vaccinated Early, 2018-19



Preliminary In-Season U.S. Influenza Case Counts, 
2018-2019 Season

• The 2018-2019 flu season is the first season CDC has reported in-season 
burden estimates of flu in the U.S. These in-season estimates will be 
updated over the course of the flu season. Based on data from October 
01, 2018 through January 5, 2019.

• CDC Estimates that as of January 5:

– 6.2 to 7.3 million people have been sick with flu

– 2.9 to 3.5 million people have been to the doctor 
because of flu, and

– 69,300 to 83,500 people have been hospitalized 
because of flu

7https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/burden/preliminary-in-season-estimates.htm



Influenza Season 2018-2019

▪ Influenza A (H1) has been the most frequently 
identified influenza virus subtype reported by 
US public health laboratories.

▪ All 10 surveillance regions in the US report 
elevated levels of outpatient ILI.

▪ There have been 16 pediatric deaths reported 
so far this season. (As of 1/16/19 there have 
been no pediatric flu deaths reported in MA.)
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm



Massachusetts - Influenza Activity 2018-2019 
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Percentage of ILI Visits Reported by Sentinel Provider 

Sites 



Massachusetts - Influenza Activity 2018-2019 
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Percent ILI Activity Level Reported Weekly by 

Massachusetts Sentinel Sites



Massachusetts - Influenza Activity 2018-2019 
Hospitalizations 

11

Influenza-associated Hospitalizations, Massachusetts 

September 30, 2018 – January 5, 2019



 Children <2 years old (although all children <5 years old are 
considered at high risk for complications, highest risk is for 
children <2 years old)

 Adults age 65 years and over

 Pregnant/postpartum women

 Children <18 years old receiving long-term aspirin therapy

 American Indians/Alaska Natives

 People with underlying medical conditions (e.g., pulmonary, 
cardiac, immunosuppression, neurologic and 
neurodevelopment conditions)

 Residents of nursing homes/chronic care facilities

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/summary-clinicians.htm
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People at High Risk for Influenza Complications for 
Whom Antiviral Treatment is Recommended

http://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antivirals/summary-clinicians.htm


MA Flu Vaccination Rates

MA

2016-17

MA

2017-18

US 

2017-18

Everyone 6 mos+ 50% 50% 42%*

Children 6 mos – 17 yrs 72% 74% 58%*

 Children 6 mos – 4 yrs 82% 76% 68%*

 Children 5 – 12 yrs 71% 74% 60%

 Adolescents 13 – 17 yrs 65% 72% 47%

Adults 18 + 45% 44% 37%*

 Adults 18 – 64 y/o 41% 40% 31%*

 Adults HR 18 – 64 y/o 49% 46% 39%*

 Adults 50 – 64 y/o 47% 46% 40%*

 Adults 65+ 59% 58% 60%*

*Statistically significant2016-17 and 2017-18 National Immunization Survey (NIS) and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)
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cdc.gov/vaccines/pneumoapp



https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/downloads/pneumo-vaccine-timing.pdf

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/downloads/pneumo-vaccine-timing.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd/pneumo/downloads/pneumo-vaccine-timing.pdf


New mobile app: Quick, easy to use

Enter patient’s age 
(works for all ages)

Note any underlying 
medical conditions

Enter vaccination history

1 2 3



Get customized recommendations for individual 
patients on which vaccines to give when
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm

CDC Main Flu Website
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https://www.cdc.gov/flu/index.htm


Weekly Email and Blog
• MDPH sends out a weekly Flu Update 

email updates about recent flu 
activity and associated guidance. If 
you are interested in receiving these 
flu updates, please email Joyce 
Cohen (joyce.cohen@state.ma.us).

• MDPH also writes a weekly blog on 
flu activity that can be found at 
http://blog.mass.gov/publichealth/

MDPH 2019

Other MDPH Sources of Information
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mailto:joyce.cohen@state.ma.us
http://blog.mass.gov/publichealth/


Immunization Program Main Number
For questions about immunization recommendations, disease reporting, etc.
• Phone: 617-983-6800
• Fax: 617-983-6840
• Website: www.mass.gov/dph/imm

MIIS Help Desk
• Phone: 617-983-4335
• Fax: 617-983-4301
• Email: miishelpdesk@state.ma.us
• Websites: www.contactmiis.info | www.mass.gov/dph/miis

MDPH Vaccine Unit
• Phone: 617-983-6828
• Fax: 617-983-6924
• Email: dph-vaccine-management@state.ma.us
• Website: www.mass.gov/dph/imm (click on Vaccine Management)

MDPH Immunization Program 
Contact Information
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http://www.mass.gov/dph/imm
mailto:miishelpdesk@state.ma.us
http://www.contactmiis.info/
http://www.mass.gov/dph/miis
mailto:dph-vaccine-management@state.ma.us
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