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COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations 
 

Massachusetts Adult Immunization Coaltion  



ACIP Meeting 1-27-21 
Clinical and Safety Updates –Stay Tuned!!! 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/index.html 
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• Brief Flu Update 
• Vaccine Recommendations 

• Pfizer-BioNTech 

• Moderna 

• Clinical Considerations for Use 

• Anaphylaxis 

• Resources 
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Influenza Season 2020-2021 

• Very little influenza has been seen this flu season 

• Overall, hospitalization rates are much lower than in previous seasons 

• There is extensive testing ongoing for influenza, but very few influenza virus 
infections are being detected in the United States at this time.  

• Nationally, seasonal influenza activity remains unusually low for this time of year.  

 

 

4 MDPH 2021  



Influenza Positive Tests Reported to CDC by U.S. Clinical Laboratories, National 
Summary 

 September 27, 2020 – January 16, 2021 
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Summary 

 September 27, 2020 – January 16, 2021 
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Outpatient Illness: ILINet Activity Map  
 week 02 ending 1/16/21  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#ILIActivityMap 
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Massachusetts – Percent of ILI Visits 2020-2021 

September 27, 2020-January 16, 2021 (reported by sentinel sites)  
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2021/download 
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Massachusetts by Region – ILI Activity 2020-2021 
 

(reported by sentinel sites)  
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Laboratory Confirmed Influenza Cases in Massachusetts 
 September 27, 2020– January 16, 2021 
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Massachusetts - Influenza Activity 2020-2021 
Hospitalizations  
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No of Specimens Positive for Influenza Northern Hemisphere 

No of Specimens Positive for Influenza Southern Hemisphere 
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Always check the websites                                                                                 
for the latest guidance and information. 

• CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Clinical Resources  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html 

• Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccine:                                                                           
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/clinical-considerations.html  

• Interim Considerations: Preparing for the Potential Management of Anaphylaxis at COVID-19 Vaccination Sites:  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html  

• COVID-19 Vaccine Product Information:                                                                                                                   
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html  

• CDC Covid-Specific ACIP Recommendations: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html 

Recommendations are Rapidly Evolving… 
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/clinical-considerations.html  

Appendix A: Triage of persons presenting for mRNA COVID-19 vaccination 
Appendix B: Ingredients included in Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna mRNA Covid-19 vaccines  
Appendix C: Potential characteristics of allergic reactions, vasovagal reactions and side effects following 

mRNA vaccines 

MDPH 2021  
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• Screening 

• Early recognition of symptoms 

• Observation periods based on 
allergy history 

• Medications and supplies for 
assessing and managing 
anaphylaxis 

• Management of anaphylaxis at a 
COVID-19 vaccination site 
(Epinephrine) 

• Considerations for anaphylaxis 
management in special 
populations 

• Activation of Emergency 
Transport 

• Patient counseling 

• Reporting of anaphylaxis https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html  

MDPH 2021  
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html  
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• Use of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines under FDA’s Emergency Use 

Authorization 

• December 12, 2020: Pfizer-BioNTech 

• December 19, 2020: Moderna 

 
• All current COVID-19 specific vaccines ACIP Guidance: 

• Recommendations 

• Evidence to Recommendations/Evidence Tables 

• Interim Clinical Considerations  

• Management of Anaphylaxis 

• Reactions 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-
specific/covid-19.html 

 

 

ACIP Recommendations for use of COVID-19 vaccines 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6950e2.htm?s_cid=mm6950e2_w 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_w 

MDPH 2021  
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• Two mRNA COVID-19 vaccines authorized under Emergency Use 
• Pfizer-BioNTech 

• Moderna 
 

• Both products demonstrate vaccine efficacy >90% 
• Efficacy demonstrated across age groups, racial and ethnic groups 

 

• Vaccine safety profile of both products acceptable 
• Imbalance of Bell’s Palsy but still within expected range 

• Local and systemic reactogenicity, particularly after second dose 

mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
MDPH 2021  
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 mRNA vaccines are not interchangeable with each other or 
other COVID-19 vaccines 

– Either vaccine series may be used; ACIP does not state a product preference 

– Every effort should be made to determine which vaccine product was received as 
the first dose 

– In exceptional situations in which the first-dose vaccine product cannot be 
determined or is no longer available, any available mRNA COVID-19 vaccine may be 
administered at a minimum interval of 28 days between doses. 

Updated Dosing and administration (1) (1-21-21) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html Oliver, Sarah. Work group interpretations of data. ACIP meeting 1-27-21 
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 mRNA vaccines should be administered alone, with a minimum interval of 14 days 
before or after administration with any other vaccines 

– However, mRNA COVID-19 vaccines and other vaccines may be administered within a 
shorter period in situations where benefits of vaccination are deemed to outweigh the 
potential unknown risks of vaccine coadministration* 

– If mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are administered within 14 days of another vaccine, doses do 
not need to be repeated for either vaccine 

Updated Dosing and administration (2) (1-21-21) 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html  Adapted from: Oliver, Sarah. Work group interpretations of data. ACIP meeting 1-
27-21 

* However, mRNA COVID-19 and other vaccines may be administered within a shorter period in situations where the benefits of vaccination are deemed to outweigh the potential 
 unknown risks of vaccine co-administration (e.g., tetanus toxoid-containing vaccination as part of wound management, measles or hepatitis A vaccination during an outbreak) 
 or to avoid barriers or delays to mRNA COVID-19 vaccination (e.g., in long-term care facility residents or healthcare personnel who received influenza or other vaccinations  
prior to/upon admission or onboarding). 
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 mRNA vaccines are recommended for a two-dose series 
administered intramuscularly 
– Pfizer-BioNTech: >16 years. Given 3 weeks (21 days) apart 
– Moderna: >18 years. Given 4 weeks (28 days) apart 

 Persons should not be scheduled to receive the second dose earlier than 
the recommended intervals 
– However, doses administered earlier should not be repeated 

 The second dose should be administered as close to the recommended interval as 
possible. However, if it is not feasible to adhere to the recommended interval, the 
second dose of Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines may be scheduled for 
administration up to 6 weeks (42 days) after the first dose, and there is no need to start 
the series. 

 Updated Dosing and administration (3) (1-21-21) 
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Updated Alternative Dosing/Schedules (4) (1-21-21)  

 Currently, recommended schedule and doses from Phase III trials where 
safety and high efficacy were demonstrated 

 

 If data become available for alternative schedules or doses, ACIP can review 
data and consider new recommendations 

 

 However, in the absence of additional data to support alternative schedules 
or doses, the current recommendations will remain 

Oliver, Sarah. Work group interpretations of data. ACIP meeting 1-27-21 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
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Updated Strategies to help ensure patients receive 2nd dose with  
the appropriate product and interval (1-21-21) 

• Provide COVID-19 vaccination record cards to vaccine recipients, asking recipients to 
bring their card to their appointment for the second dose, and encouraging recipients to 
make a backup copy (e.g., by taking a picture of the card of their phone). 

• Encourage vaccine recipients to enroll in VaxText, a free text message-based platform to 
receive COVID-19 vaccination second-dose reminders. 

• Encourage patients to enroll in V-safe for vaccine safety check-ins.  

• Record each recipient’s vaccination in the immunization information system (IIS) 

• Record vaccine administration information in the patient’s medical record. 

• Make an appointment for the second dose before the vaccine recipient leaves, to 
increase the likelihood that patients will present at the same vaccination site for the 
second dose. 
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Updated language on vaccination of persons with a history of  
SARs-Cov2 infection (1-21-21) 

Updated language includes: 

“Data from clinical trials indicate that mRNA COVID-19 vaccines can safely be given to 
persons with evidence of a prior SARS-CoV-2 infection.” 

“Viral testing to assess for acute SARS-CoV-2 infection or serologic testing to assess for 
prior infection for the purposes of vaccine decision-making is not recommended.” 

“While there is no recommended minimum interval between infection and vaccination, 
current evidence suggests that the risk of SARS-CoV-2 reinfection is low in the months 
after initial infection but may increase with time due to waning immunity. Thus, while 
vaccine supply remains limited, persons with recent documented acute SARS-CoV-2 
infection may choose to temporarily delay vaccination, if desired, recognizing that the 
risk of reinfection, and therefore the need for vaccination, may increase with time 
following initial infection.” 
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 Residing in the Community: 
– Defer vaccination until quarantine period has ended to avoid exposing healthcare 

personnel (HCP) or other persons during vaccination visit 

 
 Residents of congregate healthcare settings (e.g., long-term care facilities): 
– May be vaccinated, as likely would not result in additional exposures. HCP are already in 

close contact with residents and should employ appropriate infection prevention and 
control procedures 
 

 Residents of congregate settings (e.g., correctional facilities, homeless shelters) 
– May be vaccinated, in order to avoid delays and missed opportunities for vaccination 
– Where feasible, precautions should be taken to limit mixing of these individuals with 

other residents or non-essential staff 

Persons with a known SARS-CoV-2 exposure 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html 
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 Vaccine may be administered to persons with underlying medical 
conditions who have no contraindications to vaccination 

 
 Clinical trials demonstrate similar safety and efficacy profiles in persons 

with underlying medical conditions, including those that place them at 
increased risk for severe COVID-19, compared to persons without 
comorbidities 

Persons with underlying medical conditions 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
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 Persons with HIV infection, other immunocompromising conditions, or who take 
immunosuppressive medications or therapies might be at increased risk for severe 
COVID-19 

 
 Data not currently available to establish safety and efficacy of vaccine in these groups 

 
 These individuals may still receive COVID-19 vaccine unless otherwise contraindicated 

 
 Individuals should be counseled about: 
– Unknown vaccine safety and efficacy profiles in immunocompromised persons 
– Potential for reduced immune responses 
– Need to continue to follow all current guidance to protect themselves against COVID-19 

Immunocompromised persons 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html 
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 COVID-19 and pregnancy 
– Increased risk of severe illness (ICU admission, mechanical ventilation and death) 
– Might be an increased risk of adverse pregnancy outcomes, such as preterm birth 

 

 There are currently few data on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in pregnant 
women 
– Limited animal developmental and reproductive toxicity (DART) data 
– Studies in humans are ongoing and more planned 

 

 If a woman is part of a group (e.g., healthcare personnel) who is 
recommended to receive a COVID-19 vaccine and is pregnant, she may 
choose to be vaccinated. 

Pregnant women 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/pregnancy-breastfeeding.html 
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Considerations for vaccination: 

– Level of COVID-19 community transmission (risk of acquisition) 

–Personal risk of contracting COVID-19 (by occupation or other activities) 

–Risks of COVID-19 to her and potential risks to the fetus 

–Efficacy of the vaccine 

–Known side effects of the vaccine 

– Lack of data about the vaccine during pregnancy 

Pregnant women 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
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 There are no data on the safety of COVID-19 vaccines in lactating people 
or the effects of mRNA vaccines on the breastfed infant or milk 
production/excretion 

 

 mRNA vaccines are not thought to be a risk to the breastfeeding infant 
 

 A lactating person who is part of a group recommended to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine (e.g., healthcare personnel) may choose to be 
vaccinated 
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 Before vaccination, providers should counsel vaccine recipients about expected local 
and systemic post-vaccination symptoms 
 Depending on vaccine product, age group, and dose: 
 80-89% of clinical trial participants reported ≥1 local reaction (e.g., pain or swelling at injection site; 

swollen lymph nodes on same side as vaccinated arm) 
 55-83% of clinical trial participants reported ≥1 systemic reaction (e.g., fever, fatigue, muscle aches, 

headache, chills) 
 Most are mild-moderate in severity, occur within first 3 days of vaccination, and resolve within 1-2 days 

of onset 
 More frequent and severe following the second dose and among younger age groups 

 Unless a person develops a contraindication to vaccination, they should be encouraged 
to complete the series even if they develop post-vaccination symptoms in order to 
optimize protection against COVID-19 
 Antipyretic or analgesic medications may be taken for treatment of post- vaccination 

symptom 
 Routine prophylaxis for the purposes of preventing symptoms is not recommended at this time, due 

to lack of information on impact of use on vaccine-induced antibody responses 
 

Post-Vaccination Symptoms- Reactogenicity 

MDPH 2021  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf  

36 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf


 
  

Added language states “Infrequently, persons who have received dermal fillers may 
develop selling at or near the site of filler injection (usually face or lips) following 
administration of a dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine. This appears to be temporary 
and can resolve with medical treatment, including corticosteroid therapy.  

• mRNA COVID-19 vaccines may be administered to persons who have received 
injectable dermal fillers who have no contraindications to vaccination.  

• No additional precautions are needed. 

•  However, these persons should be advised to contact their healthcare provider 
for evaluation if they develop swelling at or near the site of dermal filler following 
vaccination.” 

 

New Vaccination Recommendations for those with a History 
of Dermal fillers (1-21-21) 
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Contraindications 

and 

Precautions 



https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 

Contraindications and precautions to COVID-19vaccination 

▪ Recommendations apply to both Pfizer-BioNTech and 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 

 

▪ Guidance may change as further information becomes 
available 

 

▪ Definition of immediate allergic reaction to vaccine 
or medication: 
– Any hypersensitivity-related signs or symptoms such as 

urticaria, angioedema, respiratory distress (e.g., 
wheezing, stridor), or anaphylaxis that occur within four 
hours following administration 
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▪ Contraindications to either of the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines: 
– Severe allergic reaction (e.g., anaphylaxis) after a previous dose of an mRNA COVID-19 

vaccine or to any of its components 

– Immediate allergic reaction of any severity to a previous dose of an mRNA COVID-19 
vaccine or 
any of its components (including polyethylene glycol [PEG])* 

– Immediate allergic reaction of any severity to polysorbate (due to potential cross-
reactive hypersensitivity with the vaccine ingredient PEG)* 

 
▪ Persons with an immediate allergic reaction to the first dose of an mRNA vaccine should 

not receive additional doses of either of the mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 

Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 

* These persons should not receive mRNA COVID-19 vaccination at this time unless they have been evaluated by an allergist- 
immunologist and it is determined that the person can safely receive the vaccine (e.g., under observation, in a setting with 
advanced medical care available). 

Contraindications to mRNA COVID-19vaccination 

MDPH 2021  40 



Ingredients*  included in mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 

*As reported in the prescribing information 

Description Pfizer-BioNTech Moderna 

mRNA nucleoside-modified mRNA encoding the 
viral spike (S) glycoprotein of SARS-CoV-2 

nucleoside-modified mRNA encoding the 
viral spike (S) glycoprotein of SARS-CoV-2 

Lipids 2[(polyethylene glycol)-2000]-

N,N- ditetradecylacetamide 

PEG2000-DMG: 1,2-dimyristoyl-rac-

glycerol, methoxypolyethylene glycol 

1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine 1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine 

cholesterol cholesterol 

(4-hydroxybutyl)azanediyl)bis(hexane-6,1- 

diyl)bis(2-hexyldecanoate) 

SM-102:  heptadecan-9-yl 8-((2-hydroxyethyl) 

(6-oxo-6-(undecyloxy) hexyl) amino) octanoate 

Salts, 
sugars, 
buffers 

potassium chloride 

   

Tromethamine 

monobasic potassium phosphate Tromethamine hydrochloride 

sodium chloride Acetic acid 

dibasic sodium phosphate dihydrate Sodium acetate 

sucrose sucrose 
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▪ Primary ingredient in osmotic laxatives and oral bowel preparations for colonoscopy 
procedures 

▪ Inactive ingredient or excipient in medications 

▪ Used in a process called pegylation to improve therapeutic activity of some medications 

▪ Cross-reactive hypersensitivity between PEG and polysorbates can occur 
– Polysorbates are included as an excipient in some vaccines and other therapeutic agents 

Polyethylene glycol (PEG) 

Information on whether a medication contains PEG, a PEG derivative, or polysorbates can be found in the package insert. The NIH DailyMed database may also be used as a resource.    

As of January 21, 2021, mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are the only currently available vaccines in the United States that contain PEG, though several vaccines contain polysorbate (more 

information can be found in CDC’s vaccine excipient summary.pdf). Medications that contain PEG and/or polysorbate are described in the supplemental materials of  Stone CA, et al. 

"Immediate hypersensitivity to polyethylene glycols and polysorbates: more common than we have recognized." The Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology: In Practice 7.5 (2019): 

1533-1540. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6706272/pdf/nihms-1019221.pdf 
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▪ Any immediate allergic reaction to any other vaccine or injectable therapy (i.e., 
intramuscular, intravenous, or subcutaneous vaccines or therapies not related to a 
component of mRNA COVID-19 vaccines or polysorbate) 

 

▪ Unknown risks of developing a severe allergic reaction should be balanced against 
the benefits of vaccination 

 

▪ Deferral of vaccination and/or consultation with an allergist-immunologist may be 
considered 

Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines 

Precautions to mRNA COVID-19 vaccines  
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▪ Risk of exposure to SARS-CoV-2 
– e.g., residence in a congregate setting such as a long-term care facility, occupation 

▪ Risk of severe disease or death due to COVID-19 
– e.g., age, underlying medical conditions 

▪ Previous infection with SARS-CoV-2 
– Vaccination is recommended for persons with a history of COVID-19; persons with a precaution to 

vaccination and recent COVID-19 may choose to defer vaccination until further information is 
available 

▪ The unknown risk of anaphylaxis following mRNA COVID-19 vaccination persons 
with a history of an immediate allergic reaction to other vaccines or injectable 
therapies 

▪ Ability of the patient to be vaccinated in a setting where appropriate medical care is immediately available 
for anaphylaxis 

 
 

Considerations for risk assessment for mRNA COVID-19 
vaccination in persons with a precaution to vaccination 
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All other persons 

30 minutes 15 minutes 

Observation period following vaccination 

MDPH 2021  

Persons with a history of either: 
• immediate allergic reaction of any severity                                                     

to a vaccine or injectable (precaution)  
• anaphylaxis due to any cause 
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Distinguishing allergic reactions from other types of reactions  
Characteristic Immediate allergic reactions 

(including anaphylaxis) 
Vasovagal reaction 

Vaccine side effects (local and 

systemic) 

Most occur within 15-30 minutes of 

vaccination 

Most occur within 15 minutes Median of 1 to 3 days after vaccination 

(with most occurring day after 

vaccination) 
Signs and symptoms 

Constitutional Feeling of impending doom Feeling warm or cold Fever, chills, fatigue 
Cutaneous Skin symptoms present in ~90% of 

people with anaphylaxis, including 

pruritus, urticaria, flushing, 

angioedema 

Pallor, diaphoresis, clammy skin, sensation 

of facial warmth 

Pain, erythema or swelling at injection 

site; lymphadenopathy in same arm as 

vaccination 

Neurologic Confusion, disorientation, dizziness, 

lightheadedness, weakness, loss of 

consciousness 

  

Dizziness, lightheadedness, syncope (often 

after prodromal symptoms for a few 

seconds or minutes), weakness, changes in 

vision (such as spots of flickering lights, 

tunnel vision), changes in hearing 

Headache 

Respiratory Shortness of breath, wheezing, 

bronchospasm, stridor, hypoxia 

Variable; if accompanied by anxiety, may 

have an elevated respiratory rate 

N/A 

Cardiovascular Hypotension, tachycardia Variable; may have hypotension or 

bradycardia during syncopal event 

N/A 

Gastrointestinal Nausea, vomiting, abdominal cramps, 

diarrhea 

Nausea, vomiting Vomiting or diarrhea may occur 

Musculoskeletal N/A N/A Myalgia, arthralgia 
Vaccine recommendations 

Receive 2nd dose of mRNA 

COVID-19 vaccine? 
No Yes Yes 

MDPH 2021  
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Appendix A: Triage of persons 
presenting for mRNA COVID-19 vaccine  
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Anaphylaxis reports to VAERS following COVID-19 vaccines* 

 Common allergies and allergic reactions included to drugs and foods 

 Anaphylaxis cases occurred  following drugs, foods, contrast media, vaccines, insect stings, unspecified 

* Reports received through January 18, 2021; Includes case reports that met Brighton Collaboration case definition criteria for anaphylaxis at Levels 1, 2, or 3 
†20 hour onset was an outlier, the remaining onset for cases with onset >30 minutes were 34, 54, 90, and 150 minutes 

Characteristics Pfizer-BioNTech 
(N = 50) 

Moderna 
(N = 21) 

Median age, years (range) 38.5 (26–63) 39 (24–63) 

Female (%) 47 (94) 21 (100) 

Minutes to symptom onset, median (range) 10 (<1–1200 [20 hr])† 10 (<1-45) 

Symptom onset ≤15 minutes (%) 37 (74) 18 (86) 

Symptom onset ≤30 minutes (%) 45 (90) 19 (90) 

Documented h/o of allergies or allergic rxns (%) 40 (80) 18 (86) 

Documented h/o of prior anaphylaxis (%) 12 (24) 5 (24) 

Dose number (1st, 2nd, unknown) 42, 3, 5 19, 1, 1 

Shimabukuro, Tom. COVID-19 Vaccine safety Update. ACIP Meeting 1-21-21 
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Estimated anaphylaxis reporting rates following COVID-19 
vaccines based on VAERS reports and reported doses 
administered* 

 Total COVID-19 vaccine doses administered thru Jan 18 by sex: Female 61%, Male 36%, Unk 3% 

 Previously reported rate for Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine: 11.1 per million doses admin (Dec 14-Dec 23) 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7002e1.htm 

 

 Previously reported rate for Moderna vaccine: 2.5 per million doses admin (Dec 21-Jan 10) 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7004e1.htm 

 

* Data through January 18, 2021 

Reported vaccine doses 
administered 

Anaphylaxis 
cases 

Reporting rate 
(analytic period Dec 14-Jan 18) 

Pfizer-BioNTech: 9,943,247 50 5.0 per million doses admin. 

Moderna: 7,581,429 21 2.8 per million doses admin. 

Shimabukuro, Tom. COVID-19 Vaccine safety Update. ACIP Meeting 1-21-21 
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 Anaphylaxis following COVID-19 vaccination is being closely monitored 

– Estimated rates currently range from 2.8 to 5.0 per million doses 
(using Brighton Collaboration case definition) 

 In response, CDC has recommended risk mitigation strategies, 
including: 

– Screening for risk prior to vaccination 

– Monitoring for symptoms post-vaccination 

– Early recognition and management of anaphylaxis on-site 

 Provider and patient education ongoing by CDC and partners 

Adapted from:  Lee, Grace. Covid-19 Vaccine Safety Technical Subgroup: Discussion & Interpretation  ACIP 1-27-21 
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Screening, standing orders, clinical considerations,  and 
other tools to identify persons with contraindications and 
precautions to vaccination 

Emergency Standing Orders 

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf  
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf  

COVID-19 Vaccine Standing orders and other clinical  tools: 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/standing-orders.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/standing-orders.pdf 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-
considerations.html 
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Interim considerations: 
 
Preparing for the potential management 
of anaphylaxis at COVID-19 vaccination 
sites 
                            and 
 
Testing after allergic reactions 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Standing orders and other clinical  tools can be found at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html  

Emergency Standing Orders 

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf  
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf  
 

https:// https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/anaphylaxis-management.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/testing-after-allergic-reaction.html 
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Managing Acute Vaccine Reactions 

https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082a.pdf  
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p3082.pdf  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/adverse-reactions.html 
 

• Severe reactions are rare 

• Screening can help prevent reactions 

• Staff should be familiar with signs and symptoms of 
hypersensitivity/anaphylaxis 

• There must be a clinic emergency plan for dealing with reactions and you 
need to ensure that all staff are familiar with that plan. 
 

• Have Emergency Treatment Standing Orders signed before the clinic 
 

• Staff must have had appropriate training and equipment to manage 
reactions 
 

• All vaccination providers should be currently certified in CPR 

MDPH 2021  
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Recommended medications and supplies for the 
management of anaphylaxis at COVID-19 vaccination sites 

*COVID-19 vaccination sites should have at least 3 doses of epinephrine on hand at any given time. 
†Antihistamines may be given as adjunctive treatment and should not be used as initial or sole treatment for anaphylaxis. Additionally, caution should be used if oral 
medications are administered to persons with impending airway obstruction. 

Should be available at all sites Include at sites where feasible 

Epinephrine prefilled syringe or autoinjector* Pulse oximeter 

H1 antihistamine (e.g., diphenhydramine)† Oxygen 

Blood pressure monitor Bronchodilator (e.g., albuterol) 

Timing device to assess pulse H2 antihistamine (e.g., famotidine, cimetidine) 

Intravenous fluids 

  Intubation kit 

  Adult-sized pocket mask with one-way valve (also 

known as cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) mask) 
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 Ensure necessary supplies available to manage anaphylaxis, especially 
sufficient quantities of epinephrine in prefilled syringes or autoinjectors;  

 Screen potential vaccine recipients to identify persons with 
contraindications and precautions  

 Implement recommended post-vaccination observation periods, either 
15 or 30 minutes depending on each patient’s previous history of allergic 
reactions 

 Ensure that health care providers can recognize the signs and symptoms 
of anaphylaxis early  

CDC guidance for use of COVID-19 vaccines and management of anaphylaxis (1) 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7002e1.htm?s_cid=mm7002e1_w  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-
product%2Fpfizer%2Fanaphylaxis-management.html 
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 Immediately treat suspected anaphylaxis with intramuscular 
epinephrine; because of the acute, life-threatening nature of anaphylaxis 

– There are no contraindications to epinephrine administration.  

 Patients experiencing anaphylaxis should be transported to facilities 
where they can receive appropriate medical care.  

 All patients should be instructed to seek immediate medical care if they 
develop signs or symptoms of an allergic reaction after their observation 
period ends and they have left the vaccination location.  

 Health care providers can play an important role in vaccine safety by 
being vigilant in recognizing and reporting adverse events after 
immunization to VAERS at  https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7002e1.htm?s_cid=mm7002e1_w  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-
product%2Fpfizer%2Fanaphylaxis-management.html 

 

CDC guidance for use of COVID-19 vaccines and management of anaphylaxis (2) 
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Key messages 
Preparing for the potential management of anaphylaxis at COVID-19 vaccination sites 

Early recognition of 
anaphylaxis symptoms 

Prompt treatment with 
epinephrine 

Activation of emergency 
medical services 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/anaphylaxis-management.html 
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Your Role 
 Recognize, respond, and report anaphylaxis and other adverse events 

following COVID-19 vaccination to VAERS  

 Report adverse events to VAERS in accordance with FDA EUA 
reporting requirements and CDC guidance  

 Participate in CDC ’s v-safe program yourself when you get 
vaccinated and encourage patients to participate in v-safe  

 Communicate with patients on vaccine safety  

MDPH 2021  
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COVID-19 Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
 Healthcare providers are required to report to VAERS the following adverse events after COVID-19 vaccination, 

under Emergency Use Authorization (EUA), and other adverse events if later revised by CDC: 
• Vaccine administration errors, whether or not associated with an adverse event (AE) 
• Serious AEs regardless of causality. Serious AEs per FDA are defined as: 

1. Death; 
2. A life-threatening AE; 
3. Inpatient hospitalization or prolongation of existing hospitalization; 
4. A persistent or significant incapacity or substantial disruption of the ability to conduct normal life 

functions; 
5. A congenital anomaly/birth defect; 
6. An important medical event that based on appropriate medical judgement may jeopardize the 

individual and may require medical or surgical intervention to prevent one of the outcomes listed 
above. 

• Cases of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome (MIS) 
• Cases of COVID-19 that result in hospitalization or death 

  Healthcare providers are encouraged to report to VAERS any additional clinically significant AEs following 
vaccination, even if they are not sure if vaccination caused the event. 
  Also report any additional select AEs and/or any revised safety reporting requirements per FDA’s conditions of 

authorized use of vaccine(s) throughout the duration of any COVID-19 Vaccine being authorized under an EUA 
 To the extent feasible, adverse events should be reported to Pfizer and Moderna as well. 

https://vaers.hhs.gov/faq.html 
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/vaccination-provider-support.html 

 

Pfizer EUA:  https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download 

Moderna EUA: https://www.fda.gov/media/144637/download MDPH 2021  
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How to report an adverse event: 

▪ Go to vaers.hhs.gov 

▪ Submit a report online 

▪ For help: 

• Call: 1-800-822-7967 

• Email:  info@VAERS.org 

• Video instructions 

https://youtu.be/sbCWh 

cQADFE 

 

MDPH 2021  

Pfizer EUA:  https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download Moderna EUA: https://www.fda.gov/media/144637/download 

 For COVID-19 vaccines, when filling out the form: 

• Put “Pfizer COVID- 19 Vaccine EUA” in the description box. 

• Put “Moderna COVID- 19 Vaccine EUA” in the description box. 
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VAERS is the nation’s early warning system for vaccine safety 
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64 Massachusetts Department of Public Health      mass.gov/dph 

Mass.gov website 
 
https://www.mass.g
ov/lists/additional-
covid-19-
vaccination-
resources-for-
providers#cdc:-tools-
for-vaccine-
providers-  

CDC website   
 

https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2
019-
ncov/vaccines/saf
ety/vsafe.html 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html


CDC’s Clinical Immunization Safety & Assessment (CISA)  
Project COVIDvax 

 Extension of CDC ’s CISA* Project’s clinical consultation service for U.S. healthcare providers 

and health departments for complex COVID-19 vaccine safety questions/issues that are** 

– (1) about an individual patient(s) residing in the United States 

– (2) not readily addressed by CDC or ACIP guidelines 

 Vaccine safety subject matter expertise in multiple specialties (e.g., infectious 
diseases, allergy/immunology, neurology, OB/GYN, pediatrics, geriatrics) 

 Requests for a CISA consult about COVID-19 vaccine safety: 

– Contact CDC-INFO: 800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) or webform 

– Indicate the request is for a “CDC CISA”* consult (no patient identifiers) 

* https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html 
**Advice from CDC and CISA is meant to assist in decision-making, rather than provide direct patient management 

Shimabukuro, Tom. COVID-19 Vaccine safety Update. ACIP Meeting 1-21-21 MDPH 2021  
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How to report an adverse event to VAERS 

 Go to vaers.hhs.gov and submit a report online 

 For help: call 1-800-822-7967, email info@VAERS.org 

 Video instructions https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbCWhcQADFE 

 

How to contact CDC at CDC-INFO 
 Go to https://www.cdc.gov/cdc-info/index.html 

 Call 1-800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636) 

 

Safety information resources 
 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety.html 

 https://www.cdc.gov/v accinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vaers/index.html 

CISA 
 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html 
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CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Resources  
  HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS /PUBLIC HEALTH: 

COVID-19 Vaccination - Clinical Resources for Each COVID-19 Vaccine  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html 
 

Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccine 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/clinical-considerations.html  
 

Product Info by US Vaccine 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/index.html  
 

Managing Anaphylaxis                                                                                            
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/managing-anaphylaxis.html 
 
What to Expect after Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine – handout for recipients                           
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-
A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf  
 

COVID-19 Vaccination - Clinical Resources for Each COVID-19 Vaccine 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html 
 

Recipient Education 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/index.html 
 
 

Understanding and Explaining mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines                                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/mrna-vaccine-basics.html  
 

Talking to Patients about Covid-19 Vaccines 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/talking-to-patients.html 
 

Answering Patients’ Questions                                                                                                                    
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/hcp/answering-questions.html  
 

Frequently Asked Questions about COVID-19 Vaccination  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html 
 

ACIP  
Main page                                                                                                                
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
 

COVID-19 Recommendations (MMWRs) 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/vacc-specific/covid-19.html 
 
 

V-SAFE and VaxText: 
V-Safe After Vaccination Health Checker:                                                                                 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html 
 
FAQ’s About V-Safe:                                                                                                               
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/faq.html 
 
Vax Text: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/reporting/vaxtext/  
 

COVID-19 Vaccination Tool Kits 
•  Communication 
•  Recipient Education 
•  LTCF  
•  Special Populations (Essential Workers, Community Based Organizations) 
 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/health-systems-communication-toolkit.html  

 
VACCINE STORAGE & HANDLING TOOLKIT                                                   
with  Covid-19 Vaccine Addendum 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/index.html 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Resources  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
TRAINING & RESOURCES: 
CDC Training Education 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/index.html 

 
COVID-19  Vaccine Training Module for Health Care Providers   
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/covid19/ 
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Training Programs and Reference Materials for Healthcare Professionals                               
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-Clinical-Training-and-Resources-
for-HCPs.pdf  

• Vaccine Storage and Handling   
• Vaccine Administration 
• Communicating with Patients about Vaccines 
• COVID-19 Vaccine Training and Clinical Materials 

 
COCA Calls/Webinars:                                                                              
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/index.asp  
 
CIINC Webinars: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/ciiw/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.g
ov%2Fvaccines%2Fed%2Fciinc%2Findex.html 
 

 
 
 
 

 

GENERAL PUBLIC 
COVID-19 Vaccine information  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/index.html 

• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Benefits of Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine 
• Ensuring Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines 
• Ensuring COVID-19 Vaccines Work 
• How CDC is Making COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations 
• How COVID-19 Vaccines Work 
• Understanding and Explaining mRNA Vaccines 
 

 
What to Expect about Your Appointment 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect.html 
Available in Multiple languages 
 
What to Expect after Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine – handout for recipients                           
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/pdfs/321466-A_FS_What_Expect_COVID-
19_Vax_Final_12.13.20.pdf  
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Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Resources      
  MODERNA 

Moderna Call Center: 1-866-MODERNA (1-866-663-3762) 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Website:                                                                       
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/  
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine EUA Website (EUA’s and exp date look-
up):     https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/providers/ 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine EUA for Providers:                                                        
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-
providers.pdf  
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine EUA for Recipients:                                                                
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-
recipients.pdf  
 

US FDA 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine EUAs, in multiple languages: 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/moderna-covid-19-vaccine#additional  
EUA Letter, December 18, 2020                                                                                            
https://www.fda.gov/media/144636/download  
MODERNA EUA Factsheet for Providers:                                                                         
https://www.fda.gov/media/144637/download  
MODERNA EUA Factsheet for Caregivers:                                                               
https://www.fda.gov/media/144638/download  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CDC 
COVID-19 Vaccination – Clinical Resources                                                                                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html  

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine (general info, how to administer instructions, links to FAQs, 
EUAs, interim clinical considerations, storage and handling resources, screening form):                                                                                                                                            
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/index.html  

Interim Considerations: Preparing for the Potential Management of Anaphylaxis at 
COVID-19 Vaccination Sites  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-
product/pfizer/anaphylaxis-management.html  

COVID-19 Vaccine Prevaccination Screening Form                                                                              
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pre-vaccination-screening-form.pdf  

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Standing Order:                                                                       

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/standing-
orders.pdf  

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Preparation and Administration Summary Sheet:  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/prep-and-
admin-summary.pdf  

Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Summary:                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/moderna/downloads/storage-
summary.pdf  

COVID-19 Vaccine Expiration Date Tracking Tool                            
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/expiration-
tracker.pdf  
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Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Resources      
  

PFIZER BIONTECH 
Pfizer Customer Service: 1-800-TRY-FIRST (1-800-879-3477) 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Website:                                                                                                
https://www.cvdvaccine.com/ 
Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine EUA for Providers:                                                         
http://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=14471  
Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine EUA for Recipients:                                
http://labeling.pfizer.com/ShowLabeling.aspx?id=14472                                                 
 

US FDA 
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine EUAs, in Multiple Languages:                                                                                                                
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-
response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-
covid-19-vaccine  
EUA Letter, Dec 11, 2020:                                                                                                     
https://www.fda.gov/media/144412/download  
PFIZER-BIONTECH EUA Factsheet for Providers:                                                              
https://www.fda.gov/media/144413/download  
PFIZER-BIONTECH EUA Factsheet for Recipients:                                                              
https://www.fda.gov/media/144414/download 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CDC 
COVID-19 Vaccination  - Clinical Resources                                                                                                                        
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html  
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine (general info, screening form, standing orders, 
vaccine prep and administration summary, mixing diluent, and more)                                                                                                  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/index.html  
Interim Considerations: Preparing for the Potential Management of Anaphylaxis at 
COVID-19 Vaccination Sites  https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-
product/pfizer/anaphylaxis-management.html  
COVID-19 Vaccine Prevaccination Screening Form                                                                              
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/pre-vaccination-screening-
form.pdf  
Pfizer-BioNtech COVID-19 Vaccine Standing Order                                                                       
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-
product/pfizer/downloads/standing-orders.pdf  
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Preparation and Administration Summary Sheet  
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/prep-
and-admin-summary.pdf  
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Summary:                                           
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-
product/pfizer/downloads/storage-summary.pdf  
Diluent poster 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/info-by-product/pfizer/downloads/diluent-
poster.pdf 
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Select Vaccination Clinic Planning Resources    

• CDC Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic: https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-
guidance/index.html  

• CDC Guidance for Planning for Vaccination Clinics Held at Satellite, Temporary or Off-Site Locations:   
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html                                           

• CDC Resources for Hosting a Vaccination Clinic (including a Best Practices Checklist): 
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm     

• CDC Clinic Supplies Check List:                                                      
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html                                                         
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf  

• CDC Infection Control Guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html  

• CDC Considerations for Planning Curbside/Drive-Through Vaccination Clinics: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html  

• IAC Protective Measures for Vaccinating During a Pandemic: 
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf  

• IAC COVID Repository of Resources for Maintaining Immunizations during the COVID-19 Pandemic:                                                      
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/  

   

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/business/hosting-vaccination-clinic.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/vaccination-clinic-supply-checklist.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/downloads/2020-vaccine-clinic-supply-checklist-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/curbside-vaccination-clinics.html
https://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2009.pdf
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/
https://www.immunizationcoalitions.org/resource-repository/


CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Communication Resources 

COVID-19 Vaccination Tool Kits 
•  Communication 
•  Recipient Education 
•  LTCF  
•  Special Populations (Essential 

Workers, Community Based 
Organizations) 

 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/c
ovid-19/health-systems-
communication-toolkit.html  

MDPH 2021  
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CDC Vaccine Administration Resources 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccin
es/hcp/admin/admin-
protocols.html  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
pubs/pinkbook/vac-admin.html  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccine
s/hcp/admin/resource-
library.html  
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Clinical Resources for Proper Vaccine Administration 

o CDC Vaccine administration & Resource Library webpages-- information 
and materials for health care personnel including: 
• IM demonstration video 

• Job aids and infographics  

www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/admin-protocols.html   

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/resource-library.html 

 

o CDC Vaccine Admin E-Learn module: 
https://www2.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/vaxadmin/va/ce.asp  
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https://immunize.org/  

https://www.immunizationcoalitions.o
rg/resource-repository/  
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https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/index.html 

 

• Describes the ACIPs recommendations 
and guidelines on vaccination practice 
 

• Updated as needed online 

ACIP Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization 
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MDPH Immunization Division Contact Information 

Immunization Division Main Number 

For questions about immunization recommendations, disease reporting, etc. 

Phone: 617-983-6800 (24/7 MDPH Epidemiology line)  

Fax: 617-983-6840 

Website: https://www.mass.gov/topics/immunization   
 

MIIS Help Desk 

Phone: 617-983-4335 

Fax: 617-983-4301 

Email: miishelpdesk@state.ma.us 

Website: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/massachusetts-immunization-
information-system-miis  
 

MDPH Vaccine Unit 

Phone: 617-983-6828 

Fax: 617-983-6924 

Website: https://www.mass.gov/service-details/vaccine-management  
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Connect with DPH 

@MassDPH 
 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
 
DPH blog 
https://blog.mass.gov/publichealth 

 
www.mass.gov/dph 
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Thank You For Being a 
COVID-19 Vaccinator ! 


