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Introduction

 MDPH collects immunization compliance information from 
childcare/preschool programs, schools with a kindergarten, grade 7, 
and/or grade 11, and colleges via an annual immunization survey

 Schools and programs are asked to report on the number of students 
in compliance with each required vaccine

 This is also a means to ensure that schools/programs have a list of 
students that do not meet requirements in the event of vaccine-
preventable disease at the school/program



College Immunization Requirements 
2020-2021

 1 dose Tdap

 2 doses MMR (or lab evidence of immunity)

 2 doses Varicella (or lab evidence of immunity/history of disease)

 3 doses Hepatitis B (or lab evidence of immunity)

 Students 21 years of age and younger: 1 dose MenACWY vaccine, 
administered on or after the 16th birthday

 Influenza requirement for 2020-21 (1 dose by December 31, 2020) 
rescinded in early 2021

 Requirements apply to all full-time students and all health science 
students who are not 100% remote



College Immunization Requirements, 
cont.

 Students are allowed a medical or religious exemption to any/all 
required vaccines

 Medical exemptions: a statement from the student’s physician that a 
vaccine is medically contraindicated

 Religious exemptions: a statement from the student (or parent/guardian 
if student under 18) stating a vaccine conflicts with a sincerely held 
religious belief

 For MenACWY requirement ONLY: Students may decline meningococcal 
vaccine via a waiver from the MDPH Meningococcal Information and 
Waiver Form



Current College Immunization Rates

 The COVID-19 pandemic delayed the start and end of the 2020-21 
College Immunization Survey

 Combined with the unique challenges of the 2020-21 school year 
(many students remote, changes in when medical documentation 
received), 2020-21 data are not yet available



2019-20 College Immunization Rates

 Data received from 84 colleges (78% response rate)

Number 
of 
students

Tdap MMR Varicella HepB Medical 
Exemption

Religious 
Exemption

Total 
Exemptions

Missing 
Records

268,864 88.9% 90.2% 88.7% 89.3% 0.27% 0.24% 0.52% 4.9%

Students 21 and 
under

MenACWY Vaccine Waiver

58,842 71.8% 7.2%



2019-20 College Immunization Rates by 
Student Type

Health Science 
Students

Tdap MMR Varicella HepB Total 
Exemptions

Missing 
Records

28,111 93.4% 94.0% 93.7% 93.2% 0.24% 2.4%

Undergraduate 
Students

Tdap MMR Varicella HepB Total 
Exemptions

Missing 
Records

189,435 89.0% 90.2% 88.1% 90.0% 0.58% 4.6%

Graduate 
Students

Tdap MMR Varicella HepB Total 
Exemptions

Missing 
Records

51,318 86.0% 88.2% 88.1% 85.7% 0.45% 7.4%



2019-20 College Immunization Rates by 
College Type

College 
Type

Tdap MMR Varicella HepB Total 
Exemptions

Missing 
Records

Community 
College

57.7% 58.4% 56.8% 57.7% 0.55% 27.7%

Non-
Community 
College

91.9% 93.3% 91.8% 92.4% 0.51% 2.7%



Data Available on DPH Website 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/school-immunizations#college-data-



Conclusions

 Immunization rates for college students are approaching 90% for most 
required vaccines

 Community colleges have lower immunization rates and higher 
proportions of missing records than non-community colleges

 Availability of immunization records are critical in the event of 
exposure to vaccine-preventable disease























College Health Services 
and 

Health Department 
Collaboration

Merrimack College
Andover Health Department
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How the collaboration came about

 Influenza vaccine and MA required vaccines for under immunized 
international students.
 Case by case basis and not formalized

 2016 MUO between Andover Health Department and Merrimack 
College for Merrimack to be a closed POD (point of dispensing).
 Opportunity for collaboration



Planned immunization clinics

On campus vaccination clinics for international students
 Insurance (Student Health Insurance Plan, Commonwealth Medicine)
 Supply chain

On campus vaccinations for domestic students at move in 
 “Shots in the lot”

 Protecting Public Health – Andover/North Andover Community and 
Merrimack College Community



Influenza Clinics

• Health services and Health Department staff
• Nursing students and faculty
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